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STUDYING THE SOCIAL HABITS OF THE PENGUIN
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(1N Capt. Scott made his dash During the fasting season, ag none of -
\ the south pole Dr. G. Mur- the penguing had entered the water, ¢
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i reputable in appearance, as well may J
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irters and devoted him f"lf e Imagined considering the life they H
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Ar In a book just published 1!)‘! to swim  they immediately  got back 3
wast & Co. he deseribes with thelr sleek and spotless state. 1
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e the curious social and com- | From the ice foot to the open water :
m of the penguins in their the half mile or so of sea ice presented .
r He digcovered many inter- | & lively scene '.H the thousands of birds
0 : : passged to and fro over it, outward boumnd
ot fies hitherto unknown about parties of dirty birds from the rookery
e f these birds the n‘-ﬂr‘l!l: passing the spruce bathers, homeward
apiitod the primitive bird with bound after their banguet and frolic in
T“ e the sen, Bo interesting and Instructi
| ins of the Antarctic regions “l'"' LRI R M T
s "upl that we spent whole days in this way,
- " have ' e | The couples took turn and turn about
inhabit f that country, says r.i on the nest, one remadning to guard and
Levich e species I8 of great antiq- incubate while the other went off to the
wty, | remaing of their ancestors | waies

having been found which showed that | omn leaving thelr nests the birds made
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of any other bird the penguin I“"w until enough had gathered together
adapted 1tself to the sea as a means of make up a decent little party, whi
tivs . €0 that it rivals the very| would then set off gayly for the wate
fishes,  This proficiency in the water A= a hand of spotless bathers return

- ¥y 2N ¥ 'L ) \ T : . s . ‘ s ing ta the rookery, their white
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both would stop and the clean and dirt
mingle together and chatter with on
another for some minutes, 11 they war

has been galned at the expense of its
flight, but this is a matter of
&1 moment, as It happens.
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\ the penguin rear its young,
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When seen for the first time the Occasionally an unaccountable ‘broodiness’ seemed to take possession of the Penguins.'’ many men, pleased with the excuse to

for a white their duatles at home,
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sion of 4 very smart little man in an| pairing them or rearranzement of any | have Induced this act, as thousands of| “tobogganing.” When wearied by walk- | 1 saw one with an eye put out, and that | and carries it to an open space on the ved for thelr ow ! it
eaen dress suit, %o absolutely im- | sort.  Afterward I found that they were | old unoccupied nests lay all around, ing or when the surface is particularly | slde of its beak (the right =ldey elotted | ground, there to devour the contents, -.-.1.. R w
maculate 18 he, with his shimmering unmated hens walting for mates to On October 18 the weather cleared| suitable, they fall forward onto their | with blood, while the crimson print of | Here then was another need for -un-;h .\r', . sarialil i of t} .
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proaches you over the snow, curiosity | endeavor seemed to be to peck each | many of these lay unoccupied, They Walking actually among the nests | vellously tough and enduring the end of | result in the egg he borne triume- | ‘ e "l:‘ .‘;. " L “I‘-w 7 i ..‘.\ i
in hig every movement, When within a ! other's tongue, and this they frequently | made quite large nests, some inches| o e temper is tried sorely, as every |4 hard fisht merely finds the vanquishe 1] phantly away. [ 1ant hed an t| f | i W I .T. 4y 1 ;
yard or two of you, as you stand silently ' did, but generally struck the soft parts high at the sides, with a comfortable | .q within reach has a |..'-ﬂk at your | bird prostrate with exhaustion and with The bitterness of the penguing hatred | ' 'lh.‘r“: .\‘”\ .,.':' ' .‘.>|1:...",-'>,.l."\.
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hollow In the middle to sit in. The legs, and occasionally a cock attacks nost of the 1 h beaten out of hisl,.f (he skuas was well shown in the| suaded to tur e compan t1
stone carrving was done by the male ' s the | sua mn 1l i fmipany

you bravely, battering you with his | lttle body.  The victor s invariably | pejghborhood of our scrap heap, None| others, and so b they ol i
——l | Birds, the hens Keeping contlnual guard ' . i satisfled with this and does not seck “r.....l " pom i ol Sriaict P e

little Alippers In a manner ludicrous at of the thrown out onto this heap raln over the w they had te
wer the ut, as W Se - e - x v Lo ihis Pl agnin 0 i\ T il come v
‘\\‘ :ull 'l‘:n‘n.:t nNr’;llh.:l“ ‘f“ H”-wf 11».::; first, but aggravating after a time, as | despatch him with his beak. wig of the leagt use to the penguing | spend a few more hours In o skviarking
ave bee ahln o A i
o i . A9 ARG the operation is painful and severe Let me here call attention to the fact | hut we noticed after a time that almost | and splashing al in the sea.

of their labors as fast as they were
acquired,
As 1 strolled through the rookery

mast of the birds took little or no notice :
of me, Some, however, swore at me hollow in the ground and sit in or by | 8¢ | AN QA
very fsavagely, and one infurtated pen-| this, waiting for a mate to propose | S¢ .~»“l\"l'lri‘!\‘-t all the r::u-.t ,-1.‘--::. 1 :-.
guin rushed at me from a distance of | himself. She would not attempt to ] IRF ”r.H'.l “.m‘l : ‘i"“'ﬁ‘ \I‘ln.- 13 ”.““\
some ten yards, seizing the leg of my | build  while she remained unmated :‘\“' “"'l 8 -I”-l‘-' f""‘_ ‘_" ; --!\"'Imr»" l' ¥
windproof trousers, During the first week of the nesting f“""‘-‘h"" ud to my -\n--\.\ el as ".
season, when plenty of fresh arrivals | 10F no fewer than twentyv-seven days
were continually pouring into the rook- Now of all the days of !h.-- year thes :
ery, she did not have long to wait as a twenty-seven are certainly the most
the rookery was | tryine d iring the life of the Adelie I

enough to leave bruises behind it that not a single bird out of all those f glwavs there were one or more pen- In speaking of these games of the
The hen would establish herself on an | thousands had left the rookery ance dt

old nest, or in some cases scoop out a | had entered {t. Consequently not ) e
bird had taken food of any i

The consgciousness of guilt always
makes a penguin smooth his feathers
and look small, while indignation has
the opposite effect, Often when ob.|Tule.  Later, when With the exception, in some cases, of
serving a knoll crowded with nesting | £etting filled up and only a few birds a !-;\' l|n|:1'~: nn]m.ll*ln‘nl\'. -lru-r.';rt-'n'ui
penguins I have seen an apparently remained unmated in that vast crowd i r‘ L. .“..‘.“ m.l]‘.n.-r. ";Arl‘””q- i l‘
undemsized individual slipping quietly | of some three-quarters of a milion her | fand " - ', 'll el il el
along among the nests, and always hy [ chances were not 8o good. Ao iy L i lI.mi heen
his  subsequent  proceedings he has For example, on November 15, on a rr.ﬂ”h.' “‘“}\l'”-” ‘\rl-‘-lhlm:... li'l 1 l”."“
turned out to be & robber on the hunt knoll thickly ]".;_”::'t“[ by mated birds, maintained; battle after hattle had W'l
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fought; some had been nearly Killed in |

“With graceful arching of his neck, appeared to assure her of his

readiness to

take charge."’

for his neighbors® stones, The others
too, seemed to know it and would have
a peck At himm as he passed them.

At last he would find a hen seated
unwarily on her nest, slide up behind
her, deftly and silently grab a stone
and run off triumphantly with it to his
mate, who was busily arranging her own
home, Time after time he would re-
turn to the same spot, the poor depre-
dated nestholder being quite oblivious
of the fact that the =side of her nest
which lay behind her was slowly but
surely vanishing stone by stone,

As I grew to know these Lirds from
continued observation it was surprising
and interesting to note how much they
difered  in character, though the
veaker minded who would actually all. w
themselves to be robbed were few and
far bhetween, as might be expected,
Few if any of these ever could suceeed
in hatching their young and winning
them through to the feathered stage,

When starting to make her nest the
usual procedure is for the hen to squat
on the ground for some time, probably
to thaw it, then working with her claws
to serateh away at the material bencath
her, shooting out the rubble behind her,
As she does this she shifts her position

many of which already had cges, a hen
wis observed to have scooped o little
hollow in the ground and to be sitting
in this. Day after aay she sat on,
looking thinner and sadder as time
passed and making no attempt to build

her nest, At last, on November 2

she had her reward, for 1 found that

a cork had joined her, and she was
busily building her nest in the little
scoop she had made so long before, her
husband steadily working away 1o pro-
vide her with the necessary pebbles
Her forlorn appearance of the past ten

davs had entirely given place to an air

of o

upation and happine s,

When starting to fight  the cocks
gometimes peck at each  other with
their beaks, but always they very soon
start to use thelp Alppers, standing up
10 one another and raining in the blows
with such rapldity as to make a sound
which, in the words of Dr. Wilson, re-
sombles that of a boy running and drax-
ging his hoopstick along an iron paling.
Soon they start “in-fightine,” In which
position one bird fights right handed, the
other left handed; that is to say, one
leans his left breast against his oppo-
nent, swinging in his blows with his rieht
flippers, the other presenting hisg rizht

savage encounters, recovered, fought
wgain and again with varying fortuns
They had mated at last, bujlt their
nests, procreated their species and
ghort, met t severest trials that nature
can inflict upon mind and body and at
the end of it, though in many ciases
bloodstained and in
draggled with mire, they were as active
and as birnve as ever

The skuas had increased consideratly
in numbers by November 4 and fre-
quently came to the scrap heap outsid
wmir hut Here were many frozen cars
casses of penguins which we had thrown
there after the breasts had been re-
moved for food during the past winter
The skuas picked the bhones quite ¢lean
of flesh, so that the skeletons lay whit
under the skins, and it was remarkabl
to what distances they sometimes car-
ried the carcasses, which weighed con-
giderably more than the skuas themn-
selves, I found some of these Dodies
over five hundred yards away.

A perpetual feud was carried on he
tween the penguing and the skuas, The
latter birds come to the south in the

summer and make their nests close to

| and in gome cases actually among those

caked and !»---l

heeping guard against

"*As they stood, chatting together, it became evident they were sociable
animals, glad to meet one another.”

penguins T wish to lay emphasis on the

in a circular direction until she has| breast and using his left Alpper. My | of the penguins and during the hreedine | fact that these hours of relaxation play
watchinie him, he halts, poking his head | around the margin of the bills, which | scraped out a round hollow, Then the | photographs of cocks fighting all show time live almost entirely on the eggs | v large part in their lives during
forward with little Jerky movements, | often became a good deal swollen cock brings stones, performing journey | this plainly. It is Interesting to note | and later on the chicks. They never at- ‘ advanced part of the bhreeding
first ©0 e side, then to the other, using | consequence,  Often also  thelr after journey, returning each time with | that these birds, though fighting with| tack the adult penzuing, who run at | heap for more than a few seconds at a | They would spend hours In playine at oo
his ¢ toand left eve alternately dur- | would beecome interlocked. They would|one pebble in his beak which he « one  flipper  only,  are ambidextrous. | them and drive them away when they | sort of “touch last e the sea ce pead
tn pepection. He seems to prefer | keep up this peck-pecking hour after| posits in front of the hen, who places | While battering one another with might | light within reach, hut as the skuas can | (g heap was the sentry penguin, dart- | the water's edge. They never plaved on
usir voeve at a time when viewing | hour in a2 most relentless fashion, it in position, and main they use thelr weight at the| take to the wing and the penguins can- the ground of the rookery it=elf, but
any neat ject, but when looking far | one occasion 1 saw a hen suceeed in| On the ice they have two modes of | same time, and as one outlasts the other f not no pursuit is possible. pecks at the skoas, which wo miy on the sea ive and the lee foot and
aheid v owalking  along  he looks | driving another off one of the old nests | progression,  The first is simple walk- he drives his vanquished opponent be- The skuas iy about over the rookery, yard or two inte the ai in the water, and T may here mention
straizte ghead of him, using both eyes. | which she occupied, The vanquished | ing. Their legs being very short, their fore him over the ground as a trained | goeping only a few yards from the | reach, the penzuin squalling in its angep [ another Savorite  pastine  ob thers L
e His too, when his anger 18 | one squatted on the ground a few yards | stride amounts at most to four inches, | boxing man when “in-fighting” drives | grgund, and should one of them see a | at being unable to follow it enemy Bave said that the tide fowed pas: o
ar Wing his head very high, | away with rumpled feathers and “huffy” | Their rate of stepping averages about | his exhausted opponent around the ring. | pest vacated and the eggs exposed, if | this Juncture rookery at the rate of some thv ! \
‘.l'.‘ rng to squint at you along | appearance, while the other walked on| 120 steps per minute when on the Desperate as these encounters are I only for a few seconds. It swoops at te the flving motion with [ts Happers, | hnots Small e floes ar
: to the nest and assumed the “eestatic” | march, don’t think one penguin ever Kills an- | this and with scarcely a pause in its drifting past in the water, and
After reful inspection he may sud-| geritude.  Nothing but animosity could Their second mode of progression is | other. In many cases blood is drawn. | fight transfixes an eg upon its heak - these arvived at the top
'['* Interest In you, and ruf- Sak L MO SO : e
thr v feathers sink Into a |]||?.|-.| e —_— T i B L Mo I
= f a minute till he has set- r__ - - Tiig i i ki ‘
tidd £ty sleep, then make sound A B R
ena vilke him without startling * fiads iy i 2 :
i pens his eyes, stretehing . hae o ;
! en finally walks off l : ' ¥ '
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f Nesting on the shores of ! ‘rl I
continent amd on  the ICIEEHT it !
Antarctie seas they are s o AR ‘
to the water, being de- g “ ;
I sen for thelr food, as are N .‘
fiuna, the frozen regions pran ‘
proctical purposes, belng ”:‘ s b ; ‘
! inlmal and vegetable life, l t ‘ l
cments are few—they seck :
n mo the terrible Antaretic |
eries in most eases being B r
lswept  spots, In fact, : i
i rockeries I vislted were L J
I thee three most windy re- Water, on
! Antarctle,  ‘T'he reason for ! i
windswept places are bk ‘ "
{ «now that solid ground ) i
for making nests are to k
" ek are hatehed and fully Al
e tanght ta swim, and : e
veoeomplished and they ean
for themselves both young L ke’ 00 ‘ Uil ki
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It way to the pack e . Pyl e ;
a hwarnd, thus escaping the F LY ;
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